INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 
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This report pertains to an investigation of the 

CWGC Canadian Aaencv 

identification of the burial location, or 

66 Slater Street 

headstone markings, of a member of the 

Suite 1707 

Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during 

Ottawa Ontario Canada K1 A 0P4 

the Great War 1914-1 921 . 

Att: Dominiaue Boulais 


Report Date: 24 March 2015 

(error correct 28 Feb. 2016 replaces 32c with 36c) 
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Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 




Confirmed Identity 

X 

Burial Location Identified 

X 



Most Probable Identity 


Grave Stone Correction 

X 



Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 

X 



Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 




Other 


Exhumation Notes 
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Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “1” information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 




McDonald, Donald Wallace 

i 

St. Mary’s A.D.S. Cemetery 

link 



15 th Battalion (48 th Highlanders) 

i 

Haisnes, France 

i 



Lieutenant 

i 

Plot 14 Row C Grave 1 1 

i 



Date of Death 15/08/1917 

link 

Date of Burial / Exhumation 

i 



Officers Declaration Paper 

link 

Cemetery Schematic 

link 



Service Record 


Graves Registration Report 

11 



Circumstance of Death 

1 

Concentration of Grave 

12 



CEF Canada Register 

2 

Trench Map Exhumation 

13 



War Diary Extract(s) 

3 

Service Record - Pte. Brant 

14 



Area Map(s) 

4 

Service Record - Pt. Cooke 

15 



T rench Map Extracts 

5 a-c 

Grave Stones: Brant, Cooke 

16 



Possible Candidates List 

6 

Burial References 

17 



Excluded Candidates List 


Grave Stone: 48 th Officer 

18 



Regimental History Extract 

7-10 

Burial at Green Line 

19 





Reporting & Review 

20 


Summary of Findings: 





The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 1 4 Row C Grave 1 1 lists an Officer 
48/Canadian Hdrs. (Highlanders). That regiment served in the Great War as the 15 th 
Infantry Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force. 

There are four (4) Lieutenants of the 15 th Battalion on the Vimy Memorial, two (2) of 
which were at the Battle of Hill 70 in August of 1917. Lieutenant McDonald was the only 
officer of the 15 th Battalion killed that day and buried at the location of the exhumation. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 14 Row C Grave 1 1 are those of 

Lieutenant Donald Wallace McDonald ( sometimes reported as MacDonald). 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The “Circumstance of Death” file reports that Lieutenant McDonald was 
previously reported wounded and missing, believed killed during the attack on 
the extreme left of Hill 70, Loos. It was believed at the time that his body may 
have been hit by a shell during the heavy artillery and counter attacks, rendering 
his body unrecognizable or buried (Attachment #1). 

2. The remains of Lieutenant McDonald were not identified at that time and his 
name was subsequently listed on the Vimy Memorial (Attachment #2). 

3. The War Diary extract for Thursday August 15, 1917 provides extensive detail on 
the actions of the 15 th Battalion at the Battle of Hill 70, Loos. The stages of the 
attack are listed by date and time, documenting the movement of the battalion 
across the first objective (Blue Line) and second objective (Green Line) from 
0425 to 1 144 hours (Attachment #3). 

4. The movement of the 15 th Infantry Battalion is shown, as reported, to be east Hill 
70 crossing through Bois Hugo, as depicted in Nicholson Map 8 (Attachment #4). 

5. The original situation reports from Major J. P. Girvan, Officer Commanding No. 4 
Company of the 15 th Battalion provides specific detail on the locations of both the 
Blue Line (Attachment #5a) and the Green Line (Attachment # 5b) on the 
morning of August 15, 1917. Each report contains written notes and a marked up 
Trench Map (57D Sectors H25 and H26). Additionally, in another situation report 
also from Major J.P. Girvan, his position at the Blue Line is marked on the trench 
map and his notes clearly state “No sign Graham, MacDonald." Indicating Lt. 
McDonald was missing at that point in the attack at the Blue Line (Attachment 
#5c). 

6. Two (2) of the four (4) Lieutenants killed during the Great War that have 
unidentified grave sites, thus listed on the Vimy Memorial, were killed at the 
Battle of Hill 70 in August 1918. These are identified at Lieutenant Donald 
Wallace McDonald and Lieutenant James Archibald Wylie. Lieutenant Arthur 
Edward Muir was killed at Festubert in May 1915 and Lieutenant Bertram 
Howard Landels at Courcelette in September 1916 (Attachment #6). The only 
other missing Officer of the 15 th Battalion missing in France, Major A. J. Ansley 
was also killed at Courcelette in October 1916 (Attachment #6). 

7. Both Lt James Archibald Wylie and Lt Donald Wallace McDonald arrived at the 

1 5th Battalion just prior to Hill 70 in July 1 91 7. The former in No. 3 Company and 
the latter in No. 4 Company during the Battle of Hill 70. This is depicted in the 
documents showing the arrival of Lieutenant Wylie (Attachment #7). 


Lieutenant McDonald 


Page 2 


St. Mary’s ADS 14.C.11 




8. The disposition of Lieutenants Wylie and McDonald at Hill 70 are recorded in the 
account of Hill 70 operations written by Lieutenant Colonel CE Bent 
Commanding Officer, 15 th Battalion (Attachment #8). 

9. Official confirmation of the status of Lieutenant Wylie following Hill 70 is reported 
in 15 th Battalion Part II Daily Order No. 99, 4 September 1917. The Regimental 
History reports that Lieutenant Wylie was killed 16 August 1917 at the Green 
Line which was the farthest extent of the Battalion's advance (Attachment #9). 
After having taken their objectives, the most desperate part of the operation now 
involved holding the Green Line with their greatly reduced numbers (including a 
noted shortage of stretcher bearers to remove the dead and wounded) in the 
face of a multiple German counterattacks, "it was impossible to carry many dead 
to the rear. Most of the gallant dead were buried where they fell near the new 
front line." 

10. The Regimental History reports that Lieutenant McDonald was wounded at the 
Blue Line (advancing report line objective), placed in a shell hole but that the 
shell hole was subsequently "blasted" by artillery. Official confirmation of 
Lieutenant McDonald being reported MIA presumed KIA is recorded in 15 th 
Battalion Part II Daily Order No. 107, 7 September 191 7 (Attachment 1 0). 

1 1 .The “Graves Registration Report Form” (GRRF) accessed from the CWGC web 
site shows that the remains of an Officer of the 48 th Canadian Highlanders (15 th 
Infantry Battalion) was exhumed and placed in Plot 14 Row C Grave 1 1 at St. 
Mary’s A.D.S. Cemetery in Haisnes, France (Attachment #11). 

12. Additional details are provided in the “Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and 
Reburials), Burial Return” report (COG-BR). This document shows that the body 
exhumed was identified as an Officer of the 48 th Highlanders by the “buttons” that 
were found. In addition, the location of the body at exhumation is given for 
Trench Map 36C as H25 b6.8 (Attachment #12). It is also important to note from 
this page the entry for grave 14.C.16, of the 15 th Battalion reportedly exhumed 
from 36c H25 b8.9. 

13. All of the evidence for this investigation comes together on the extract of the 
trench map for 36c, sectors H25 and H26. In the version we have depicted 
(Attachment #13). You will see that we have marked a number of important 
locations. From the top to bottom of the extract, these are identified as: 

i. The point at 36c H25 b8.9 where the COC-BR states that the body of 
Private Brant of the 14 th Battalion (sic should read 15 th Bn.) was exhumed 
(red arrow). 

ii. The stated site of the exhumation of the 1 5 th Battalion Lieutenant at 36c 
H25 b6.8 (orange arrow). 

iii. The real exhumation location of the 15 th Battalion Lieutenant at 36c H25 

d6.8 (red arrow). 
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iv. The “Blue Line” or first objective on the morning of Thursday August 1 5, 
1916 where Lieutenant McDonald of the 15 th Battalion was mortally 
wounded and encapsulated in a shell crater (black arrow). 

v. The “Green Line” or second objective where Lieutenant Wylie of the 1 5 th 
Battalion was killed in action on Friday August 16, 1916 (black arrow). It 
was reported that his body was not recovered and subsequent 
investigations did not locate his body. 

vi. The real location where Private Brant of the 15 th Battalion was buried at 
36c H25 d4.5, as reported in the battalion records of that day (Attachment 
#14). Also shown is the corresponding entry for Private Cooke at 36c H25 
d45/41 (Attachment #15). Both Brant and Cooke are buried at St. Mary’s 
A.D.S. cemetery (Attachment # 16). 

What the trench map information proves is that there was an error in the entry of 
the exhumation coordinates for the bodies that were exhumed and placed in St. 
Mary’s A.D.S. cemetery. This may have been a recording error in the field, as is 
common in many of the GRRF and COG-BR reports examined, or it may have 
been a typographical error at the time of entry. There were similar errors with 
Brant’s initials and serial number, all of which were later corrected. All the 
evidence confirms that the burial location reported was in error and any entry for 
the upper right square “b” must be read as the lower right square “d”. That places 
the body of Lieutenant McDonald exactly at the Blue Line at 36c H25 d6.8 which 
agrees with all the records. 

14. Confirmation of the primary burial area being in sector H25-d and not H25-b is 
documented in a number of the service records of 15 th Battalion men killed in the 
action at Hill 70. There are 23 direct references to sector H25-d and no 
references to H-25b. There are 22 that have no location noted or just a 
descriptive reference (Attachment #17). These recorded burial locations, at 
various points in H25-d made by the unit, closely follow the line of advance of the 
battalion from Bn HQ in Heath Trench, to Chalk Pit Wood, to Puit 14 and into 
Bois Hugo past first the Blue Line and then the Green Line. The men were 
burying dead basically where they fell during the advance and at locations where 
they stopped to secure objectives and hold objectives like the Blue Line and 
Green Line. Even for those dead who do not have burial locations with specific 
map references on their cards, there are frequent comments such as: "in the 
enemy wire ; at the Blue Line ; at front line ; in front of position] front line objective] 
No Man's Land] 50 yards short of Blue Line". This leaves no doubt that the men 
were buried or lost in H25-d and on into H26-C and never in H25-b. 

15. The headstone that currently sits at Plot 14 Row C Grave 1 1 states that the 
remains buried therein are “An Officer of the Great War, 15 th Bn. Canadian Inf.” 
(Attachment #18). As all of the evidence clearly illustrates, Lieutenant Donald 
Wallace McDonald was killed in action on the morning of Thursday August 15, 
1917 and encapsulated in one form or another in a shell crater at the Blue Line. 
That is the exact location where the remains of the “Unknown Lieutenant” of the 
15 th Battalion in Plot 14 Row C Grave 1 1 were exhumed. The body was clearly 
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identifiable by the button of the 48 th Highlanders, 15 th Battalion of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force. 

1 6. If anyone was to challenge the facts and suggest that it was the body of 
Lieutenant Wylie that was exhumed from that location they would be incorrect. 
Using the approach of the “null hypothesis" one would need to disprove, rejector 
nullify the findings that the body was that of Lieutenant McDonald. To accomplish 
that they would need to prove that it was then the body of Lieutenant Wylie. This 
can be disproved on the following basis: 

i. The body of Lieutenant Wylie was never found. This is a reasonable 
situation given the intense counter-attacks and artillery bombardment that 
was underway. 

ii. The battalion records depict a period of turmoil at the front lines (Green 
Line) on the morning of Thursday August 16, 1917 and a corresponding 
lack of men to recover bodies, with burials in situ at the Green Line. 
(Attachment #19) 

iii. There is no evidence in the battalion records that the body of Lieutenant 
Wylie was recovered from the Green Line, taken back to the Blue Line and 
buried. Had that occurred, it would have appeared in the daily reports. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #20). The Primary Investigator, Brigadier-General 
{ret) Greg Young, has extensive knowledge of the history of the 48 th Regiment and the 
15 th Infantry Battalion. 

On the basis of all of the evidence gathered for this investigation, it is a clear and 
irrefutable conclusion that the remains in Plot 14 Row C Grave 1 1 at St. Mary’s A.D.S. 
Cemetery are those of Lieutenant Donald Wallace McDonald. 

The headstone that sits at that grave should be changed to read “Lieutenant D. W. 
McDonald, 15 th Bn. Canadian Inf. August 15 1917”. 

For historical purposes, a note should be added to the COG-BR file indicating that there 
is an error in the entry of the exhumation locations and that the remains have been 
identified. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


W2317— 56 6000 11/17 HWV(R1817) „ _ 

Form E. 13. 

\ Number Rank Name „ _ r o r n o 

Lieut. Me. Donald. • D. W. &9o33 

| Unit 15 th. Can. Batfc. Next-of-Kin 

File No. R.L. .7) ® 

’ / 1 

Date of Death 

Cause and Place of Death Cas. Sheet No. 


15-8-17. 

• 

Previously Reported Wounded & Mi® lug 
Believed Killed to fbr Official Puiposes 984. 

Presume d to Have Died on or Since- 15-8-17. 

^C: 

Date of Burial 

Place of Burial Description of Grave 



•VilvjY* 1 

memorial 7' I 1 

1 

1 

1 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


lpTH. BATTALION, 42TH.HIGHLANDERS OF CJHADA. 
fOmiARY 0? REPORTS OH THE 

ATTACK AS AIN ST HILL 70 COITBJCING ZERO HOUR, AUGUST l5rH. 


14 


3 


J 


t* *- 

$.25 A.M. 

4.27 ■ 

4.32 " 


4.40 
. 4.45 

%-.-■? 

5.00 

5.io 

5.15 

I'.l 

5 . 40 


* 


,42 

.51 


6.15 


7.15 

7.2Q 

$. 1 ; 

8.30 


#8.35 

9.00 

10.40 


11.04 

n 


U .44 


Barrage Starts. . , 

Everything scows to oe go lag well. Our Barrage is per f ect, 
&ia..y fire -seems very weak, and is confined cnie.ly uO our 
old Front Line Trenches. , . 

Siany fireor. our Old- Front line is n.crouain^ si igntly . 
Eheuy is not shell ins our old Supports very heavily. 

Enemy .utbix.^ up a sligr.t smoke carrat, e on our iei*, on 
s dual* of A-ber Cluster being sent up. 
v-.jjor li-vor back ..ounued, reports aii o° lr *S ® e *l 6,1(1 18 t. 
Objective reached. 

t 4 a* v* nr-f. ifr'i'f k 


Li;* ; 
luj (jo::, ^any# x.. cuuui. ».auu iacuud* • 

Our barrage and Artillery fire still continuing in fine.styl 
Ua^or, Sheppard, O.C.No.4 coy, at BLUB LEE report all going 

Lieut.WiniAfrith, Adv. Report Centre reports ■fhole attacking 
force .jot twa from BLUS LEE in gooa styls.Cen Bee well to 
the south end everything looks fine. Our v/irers nave gone 
forward". , . , . A . ... 

F.0.0. reports our Battalion Objective and men dig^in^, in. 
Lieut. Tait reportB that his platoon has reacneu its object- 
ive - Ho. 7 Strong Point. . , . . 

1'ajor Girvan, Q.C.No.l Coy repprts,"# in final oojective 
ana consolidating. Ir. touch on ootn flanks, out No . 3 Company 
is in oau m-two. Will dp ...~t j can but you hud better send 
someone to take charge if possiole. I nave enough men «o 
hold on with." 

Situation is satisfactory. . .. 

The 3,:'. wires •Captured Officer states tnat it is the 
intention to launch an immediate counter attack.* 

Enemy artillery fire ehowe a slight increase around 14 
BIS aid in front of Report Centre. 

Situation reported almost normal by BORIS 0. P. 

Enemy increases selling on old Ho. lien's Lena, ola Front 
Line, CHALK PIT ALLEY and HEATH TRH1CH. ,. _ . 

Advance Report Centre reports "Everything working out well 
in the front line. prospects ore in f vour of a counter 
attack. Shelling has increased on our front. .Casualties 
nre 10 Officers and approximately I 5 O O.R. firing has been 
done on the front line, from the left flank 0 . the ljt.. to 
about 100 yards nest 01 BOIS HUGO. Officer in charge of 
wiring party (Lieutenant Reeves) has beer, killea. " 

Uaior Glrvea, O.C. Mo. 1 Qoapany, roportes his front line 
being heavily shelled, ana enemy machine guns very active. 
E'.erny shelling of front line continues. . 

Heavy enemy reinforcements observed coming up road at 
H.27.d,75o;.,aai proceeding dong road behind BOIS BE 
DU HU IT ir. file. . , . _ _ , , 


nxA nuix ... , , ,, . .. 

Bittuy still observed reinforcing and we are snelliig -nan 
heavily. 

Biemy'e troops still observed passing. . 

German troops coming forward at a left incline, in wo 
waves from POUT BE VfcNDIN towards the front line. Our 
artillery keeping up a good fire. • . _ 

Advanoirg enemy troope extend from left of WDJGLES to right 
T21DD!. Our artillery still doing good work. 


of POM 
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ATTACHMENT #4 



Chalk Pit Wood 


battal/on 


15-25 AUGUST 1917 


IATTAU 


lATT ALlOt*^ 


•~<2+ialk Quarry 


, Cite W: 
ijS' Augusfev 


kT raUO*. 


Magazine! 
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ATTACHMENT #5 (a) 
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ATTACHMENT #5 (b) 
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ATTACHMENT #5 (c) 
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ATTACHMENT #6 



Lieutenant McDonald 


Page 1 3 


St. Mary’s ADS 14.C.11 


ATTACHMENT #7 


Page 237 Regimental History of the 48 th Highlanders of Canada stating arrival of Lt Wylie 

old company. Capt. A. Turnbull went to the Tirst Army school 
Capt. H. Price now took command of No. 2 Company with Capt 
D. M. Grant as second, and Lt. T. M. Cowan and Lt. J. A. Wylie ; 
new officers, were posted to Nos. 3 and 4 Companies respectively. 
This spell of working parties cost 7 men wounded and Ptes. A. E. 
Robertson and G. Jordan killed. 


Battalion Part II Daily Orders No.74 dated 27-6-1917 reporting arrival of Lt Wylie 


commrncKi wun me nrsi issue in each vear. 


Unit 


15th Canadian Battalion* 


DAILY ORDERS. PART II. 


N B — The Sub. No. of OrcWiJinct Su^ikpnaijrfo be shown in 
Columns 1 and 2 tl^is t^ )^e ,, .>tifts-.Vln r tiat 


Statioi 


Jn the Field, 


No. 74 * 

Pate. £7-6-17, 


Jmr Sqdn., 

K>Ktnienlal Vo.. arihd Batty., 

* * S or Co. 

My I — 

OFFICERS . 


Particulars of Casualties, etc., and Pate. 


Capt. J.S. Laycock 
(Killed in Actio n) 


Lt-Col* Bent C*E« 


Lieut. K.B. McLaren 
Lieut. T.M. Covan 
Lieut. J.A* Wylie 


D .S .0 . t Assumed corrunand of 3rd. Canadian Infantry 

Brigade during absence of Brig-Gen G.S. Tuxford 
C #B • yC.M.G. (On Leave ) from 13-6-17. 

(Aut^h. 3rd. Can. Inf. Bde. A.F. B.213 dated 

L d 16 > 17,) 

) Havibg arrived from England as re inforoements 

) are taken on strength of 15th Canadian Battalion 

) accordingly. 24-6-17* 

(Auth. W.O. Letter 121/Dfts ./6660 (A.Q. 4 a ) 
dated 16-6-17.) Can. Sect. 3rd. Echelon. File 
K.R. 13380. Can. Base Depot Horn. Roll dated 
24-6-17.) 

/ Reference Part 11 Orders No 70 dated 14-6-17 
(S.O. "Officers" ) the correct date of death of 
the marginally noted Officer should read 10-6-17 
(Auth. O.C. 15th Canadian Battalion letter 
dated 12-6-17. Can. Sect. 3rd. Echelon. File 
K. 1/710461., and 15th Can. Battalion A.F. B.213 
dated 16-6-17.) 


// 


Lieut, 
for Lt-Col.A.A.0. 

Can. Seot. 3rd. Edhelon, 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


Extract from a account of Hill 70 written by LtCol CE Bent 15 th Battalion indicating 
disposition of Lts McDonald (No. 4 Company) and Lt Wylie (No. 3 Company) at Hill 70. 


Tne Bat ^al ion Y/nnt into tne pl»i8 0* iiccreo. as ioxIows 


Headquarters 


No.l Comp 


OcJLi V 


No. 2 Comp 


KJCUI/ 


No. 3 Company 


No. • Coiipaiij 


L 6U o • "* C G 1. • C.iij.B Gil 0 

• 

O 

• 

o 

C&pt« H« Price 

A p 4* - y> ry> 0, ir 3 

j Xil^ 4U1U 

L X 6U G • PL*.L Lx v.<il G 

A P+ *i . ij* A , v 

Alx^ A^t j 

Lieut# Winniirit ix 

L-*^' e i jl i^~s eix 

Major Givin 

o 

• 

o 

• 

L x eu u o Cid 2* SxiO Lii 


Xj i o . u • Ro Dei u son 


L j_ on # DOxi.jLa 


Lieut • Saoiuels 

• 

o 

• 

o 

Lxou^# Reeves 


L 1 eu u • iL aUi q\j s 


L i . e u • G d cOiiaixi 


Major Mavor 

0 . c. 

Lieut# McGee 


T «? G-nr Wvl a 

Jj 1 O cx u # \'l J JL x C? 


L r e ut • Go vi an 


Major Sn eppar d 

• 

o 

• 

o 


LiOxu. MeBoncs,Xv 


Tuxl, 


Lieutenant McDonald 


Page 1 5 


St. Mary’s ADS 14.C.11 


ATTACHMENT #9 


Extract from page 248 Regimental History of the 48 th Highlanders of Canada describing 
death of Lt Wylie at the Green Line. 


Meanwhile No. 3 Company were sprawling and floundering 
forward, ripping themselves loose from snarls of wire, bombing 
dugouts and unbroken bays, rushing the redoubts and pressing 
resolutely on to the Green Objective. But it was tough going. 
There was continuous rifle and a seething hail of Maxim-fire from 
the flank. The company dwindled. Its commander had stopped 
a bullet at the German front-line. Lt. J. A. Wylie had been killed 
there. Then Lt. McGee went down wounded. Soon their line was 
only isolated and all but leaderless squads, fighting grimly in the 
fitful half-light of morning. Lt. Thomas Cowan, in action for the 
first time, was the only officer left. 


Battalion Part II Daily Orders 99 dated 21-8-1917 reporting Lt Wylie KIA 


umi uth Can* Battalion. 

DAILY ORDERS. PART II. 


N.B.— The Sub. No. of Order and Subject are to be shown in 
Columns 1 and 2 thus: — 1 — Courts-Martial. 


Station . In the Field. 


No. 


99 

ZlrZ-zlT* 


Lieut* 8*J* Reeves M.C. 
Lieut* J*A* Wylie ^ 

Lieut* K*M • Haldane 

✓ 

9* CAKCfcLTATIONS* 


Regimental No., Rank, and Name. 


Sqdn., 
Batty., 
or Co. 


Particulars of Casualties, etc., and Date. 


OFFICERS. 

STRUC K " 

. Ajjggm OF r : i .... . . ,1 


Killed in Action* 16-8-17* 
do* do* 

(Auth. let. Army Cas. Liat No. 1080 dated 
17-8-17.) 

DIKD OP WOUNDS HKChIVKD IN ACTION. 18-8-17. 
(Auth. O.C. No* 2 Can* Field Amb* Tgm dated 
18-8-17* Can* Sect. 3rd. Koh. No. TIB 300) 


Lieut. J.H. Chlpman 


Part 11 Orders He"90 dated 31-7-17 (S.O. "Of fleer 
re iorting thi^off leer as relinquishing the 
/ Acting Rank/6f Capt. on 27-4-17 la hereby 

cancelled^ (See also below) 

(Auth. >hlst of Appta Coninns. k Rewards No 147 
datesr 1-8-17. ) 


10. RhLIN^UlSHl&ANTS AND RbVLKSlONL 


Lieut. (A/Capt) J.H. Chipman Relinquishes the Actinr Rank of Captain 

10-3-17/r 

1/ ( Auth . List of Appta Con na k Rewards No 147 

datpd 4-8-17. ) 


11. APPOINTMENTS It ShCOSDlNOS. 



To be Acting Utfrtain vice A/Capt. J.H. Chipman 
(See above) 10^3-17. 

(Auth. LlsV of Appta. Coninns & Rewards No 147 
dated A-p/vt*) 




Lieut. 

for Lt-Col.A.A.O. 
Canadian section^ 
3rd. Kohelon. G.H.Q. 
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ATTACHMENT #10 


Extract from page 255 Regimental History of the 48 th Highlanders of Canada describing 
wounding of Lt McDonald at the Blue Line. 


* U11V1X U11U 


•Atjf ivi y un VSJL 


Company. Lt. D. W. MacDonald, a new officer of No. 4 Company, 
was killed. He was seriously wounded at the Blue Line and placed in 
a shell-hole which was later blasted into a large crater. Lt. Wendell 
Graham, No. 2 Company, was wounded, as was Lt. Gordon 
Chisholm of No. 4 Company, and Lt. J. Robertson of No. 1 Company. 


Battalion Part II Daily Orders 107 7-8-1917 reporting Lt McDonald MIA presumed 
KIA 


Unit 15 th Canadian Battalion, 

DAILY ORDERS. PART II. 

.hevnia fcanaa 


No. 107a. 

7-9-17 


faunlwi of Ciou 


JLZJ. 


10. ATTACHMENTS. 


U-€ol. C.H.'flenl 


' iJ.s.f • As tuned ooenand of 3rd, Canadian Infantry Bde, 
during abaanoe of Brlg-Oan. O.S. Tuxford CB.CM0, 
(To oonnand 1st. Can. Division) 24-8-17, 


11. MOHOCKS AW? AWARDS. 
Capt. A* Fraser ! 

(To hnf land 21-4-17.) " 

Lieut. ( a/C apt) R.a. Brown 

Lieut. ( A/Cap t) H .O'Leary , 
(Seoonded 3rd. Can. Trench 
Mortar Battery) 


Lieut. J, Kay 
Lieut. D.A.Maolntonh 
(Seoonded to 13th Can^ 
Machine Oun Co. ) 

12. L&AVK OP ABSPtCg, 


Lieut. V.T. Glens 
Lieut. K.B. MaoLaren 


(Auth. Ord. Can. 
dated 29-8-17.) 


Infantry Bda. A,F. B.213 


Awarded the Military Croee for OoAtpleuous 
Gallantry and Devotion to duty. 

(Auth. London Gazette Mo 30204 dated 29-7-17.) 


Granted 10 days Leave to U,K, frcn 29-8-17, 
Granted Leave to England from 1-9-17 to 12-9-17. 


13 . STRUCK OP T STREM 


ft 


(GDQOtXKH Auth. O.C. 19th Can. Battalion A.F. 
B.213 dated 1-9-17,) 

AMD I ESTA3LISa!VH?fT . 


Lieut. D.V. McDonald 


Lieut. J*M, Forgle 
(To England 5-5-17.) 


I MOUKDFD AMD MISS W0 .(Believed Killed) 15-8-17. 
(Auth. 0.C, 15th Can. Battalion A.F. R.213 
dated 1-9-17.) 

Baring been d eta oh ad from 15th Can, Battalion 
i for a period of mo re than four months la now 
reported as POSTED to 1st. Central Ontario Rsgtl, 
> Depot Shomollf fe 5-9-17, 

(Auth, Hdgrs, Canadians Routine Order Mo 1982 
' dated 11-7-17.) 


Lieut, 

for Lt-Col • A *A ,0 • 
Canadian Section, 
3rd. Echelon, G,R,Q, 


£ 
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ATTACHMENT #11 



Lieutenant McDonald 
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ATTACHMENT #12 
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ATTACHMENT #13 
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ATTACHMENT #14 


15 th Battalion Record of Services card for Pte. Brant 


w. 


Reg. No Z.QAtfTJ:#: Nam e . .(Lk . WJASL . Enlistt. Age?.?. 


o 


Rank-! Company.....?^ Religion../^ Ud. 

7/t f\A/ s. to cr/v r r~ 

1 . ' nr.*- ^ 

Date of Attestation... Date of Joining 15th Can. Battn 
Height.%2.. Eyes Complexion.. Original Uniti^?.... 


itipns. ..j. / Occupation. . . ..../. 

Next of K\vfe&(*4£$.&&4!r/Cy. Addres 


Decora 


Killed 

Wounded 

Died of W. 

Missing 

Prisoner 

Hospital 

Rejoiped 

Struck off 




/j\ P. '7 




/\T <r_ ty 



d 9 /3. Jt .£>- /* ??/j s y ■ ' 7 ^) A/?* Or. '07/7‘f '7 

lr*f /v</. 1 1. is .x£ o/f-rijtst. ^ ^ C A/yv ?./ * C- iV 5 .5“ f V & f 

frij /v . ca . /3 7>/ . ti. & *T ~ 
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ATTACHMENT #15 


15 th Battalion Record of Services cards for Pte. Cooke 


Rank 


u 

Company. ..f Religion... 


Reg. No Name. Enlistt. Age/# 

li/'i / ft caf 




Date of Attestation. Date of Joining 15th Can. Battn..?.£....tl, 

Heigh Eyes..$.\.**y>?.. Complexion... fetsrd. Original Unit./^.^... 

Decorations Occupation 

Next of Km./sfev *. . . .C'ch.vrfc *. ... Address. X.T. V. 

RECORD OF SERVICES. 


Killed 

Wounded 

Died of W. 

| . 

! Missing 

Prisoner 

Hospital 

Rejoined 

Struck off 


i 

1 

/f. <t. rj 




AT. ?■ /-? 


CORRESPONDENCE, 

t . r etC * 

2/fe^K ft 0A.<?. &<*** Zf- * / 7 

P fi t + M ru -w <j L /«p- £ • /"7 - A y CL^/&r &cT( Cr> 

/3 <* //-j//?. 

/u-e< cxc/lrt* /c r.f-Sy Z> O^. ^ <^rr^ c c/ /o ** k tx. 

C< CiV <st- /r*v, f'j CKVa-^/a. f/i A,/' /fix. 6 ° <*/ Co ofc< Out m 

c( Cl ( <\ yjo * *1 / S ^ /Zee &-*■*> 

A.Z..- 2 -S--C~ 3 £o* / , ) 

z&.s./f’ 



l| PTE. WILFRED L. COOKE. 

•; ne. Wilfred U Oooke, 624 Duffwln 
4 i- -••• • m v reported mla§lns. 

We '.» 18 ;reara o* 
n*« and enlisted 
over a year a«o 
In Toronto. Hr# 
vtoua to enlUtlnj 
he was a violinist 
He played in the 
1<L9th iwntalton 
lUn«\. He haa 
been ml tain* 
jhw* A nuit 16, 
1 01 T . Hit father. 
Wilfred U took*. 
u ii*aH a Ian yea^e 

il|tu the *nd Wtlah lUttaUofl In Walea. 
1 1 and taler a ee tlx yearn Hi the HRh 
• |Yr*k Wa eterm 

Toronto Evening Tcteg/ani - Sept 4. 1917 
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ATTACHMENT #16 
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ATTACHMENT mi 


Record of Services cards with burial map references 


Pte Brant CA. 

204555 

H25.d.4.5 Remains recovered 

Pte Cooke WL. 

678106 

H25.d.4.5.4.1 Remains recovered 

CpI Bunch B. 

27706 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Cameron CC. 

192190 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Dolby W. 

400867 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Raymond EG 

436879 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Davies J 

204689 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Taylor SW 

681648 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Chappell WJ. 

192861 

H25.d.8.4 Annotated "at front line." 

Pte Hogarth A. 

522746 

H 25. d. 8.4 

Pte Lomas HF 

228050 

H25.d.9.5 

Sgt McDonald L 

438909 

H25.d.9.5 Annotated "Blue Line" 

Pte McIntosh NJ 

204554 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte O'Neill PJ 

437907 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Tyler GE. 

799350 

H25. d.9.5 

Pte Thompson GA. 

487451 

H25.d.7.7 

Pte Perrett HA. 

204267 

H25.d.7.7 

Pte Thompson R. 

127268 

H25d 

Pte Craig C. 

254 

H25.d.20.30 Annotated "buried in front of our position." 

Pte Dunbar J. 

193551 

H25.d Annotated "in enemy wire" 

Pte Fisher CD. 

22735 

H25.d 

Pte Kemp MJ. 

204751 

H25.d 

Pte Crowe AA 

192200 

H25.d.75.88 "near Bois Hugo" 


Record of services cards without burial map references or only annotations 


Pte Boag W. 

800205 

nil 

Pte Dougall HW. 

63294 

nil 

Pte Duffey CH. 

23126 

"front line objective - Green Line." 

Pte Grant TP. 

799303 

nil 

Pte Harding TG 

678064 

"Chalk Alley" 

Pte Hartley WH. 

603012 

nil 

Pte Hollingsworth W. 

193077 

"50 yards short Blue Line." 

Pte Houghton RC. 

800176 

nil 

LCpI Lincoln J. 

47881 

"no man's land." 

Pte Marshall AG. 

204123 

"no man's land." 

Pte McMillan A 

27931 

nil 

Pte Ostlund A. 

888337 

nil 

Pte Palmer CP. 

408512 

nil 

Pte Parker FN 

799632 

nil 

Pte Sharman J. 

887393 

nil 

Pte Steen R. 

888343 

nil 

Pte Telfer J. 

887401 

nil 

Sgt Tosh HI. 

204221 

nil 

Pte Walker W. 

27270 

nil 

CpI Walton RD 

193405 

nil 

Regimental History reports 

location 

Wylie JA 

Lieutenant 

"Green Line" One of these officer's remains recovered 

McDonald DW 

Lieutenant 

"Blue Line" One of these officer's remains recovered 
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ATTACHMENT #18 
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ATTACHMENT #19 


Extracts from pages 258-259 describing burial of No. 3 Company casualties at the 
Green line. 

fighting, if it had to be. Men of broken but unbeaten No. 3 
Company carried Lt. Haldane’s body back to Battalion H.Q. 
Because of the continued pounding being given our old front-line 


and the old No Man’s Land by his heavies, it was impossible to 
carry many dead to the rear. Most of the gallant dead were buried 

where they fell, ” < ; | a [ l tl ^ ,,,1,1 attempt a strong counter 
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ATTACHMENT #20 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1914-1 921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 


Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Head Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Greg Young 

Brigadier-General (ret) 
Chairman, 15th Battalion CEF 
Memorial Project 

1 5thbncef@amail.com 

Primary 
Investigator & 
Report Author 

Richard Laughton 

Private Researcher 
LMC Great War Research 
Company 

rlauahton@lauahton.ca 

Researcher & 
Report Author 
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